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Цель освоения дисциплины: 

Код 

компетенции 

Наименование 

компетенции 

Код этапа освоения 

компетенции 

Наименование этапа 

освоения компетенции 

ОК-2 готовность 

действовать в 

нестандартных 

ситуациях, нести 

социальную и 

этическую 

ответственность за 

принятые решения. 

ОК-2.1 Знание определение 

понятий социальной и 

этической ответственности 

при принятии 

организационно-

управленческих решений, 

различие форм и 

последовательности 

действий в стандартных и 

нестандартных ситуациях. 

ОК-3 готовность к 

саморазвитию, 

самореализации, 

использованию 

творческого 

потенциала. 

ОК-3.1 Знание содержания 

процесса формирования 

целей профессионального и 

личностного развития, 

способов его реализации 

при решении 

профессиональных задач, 

подходов и ограничений 

при использовании 

творческого потенциала 

ОПК-3 владение навыками 

осуществления 

эффективной 

коммуникации в 

профессиональной 

среде, способность 

грамотно излагать 

мысли на 

государственном 

языке Российской 

Федерации и 

иностранном языке в 

устной и письменной 

речи.  

ОПК-3.1 Знание формально-

логических законов и 

принципов коммуникации в 

профессиональной среде; 

особенностей устной и 

письменной речи. 

ОПК-6 способность к ОПК-6.1 Знание основных методов 



постановке целей 

профессиональной 

деятельности и 

выбору оптимальных 

путей и методов их 

достижения 

разработки и принятия 

управленческих, 

политических решений 

 

План курса: 

№  Наименование Содержание 

Тема 1  

Organization of research and 

writing and research design 

Launch the Policy Project  

Organize the writing project (when you will do 

what). 

Find a policy question: Meaningfulness and 

manageability. 

Identify the stakeholders. 

Find articles describing policy lessons, experience 

in this area. 

Find evidence (list sources). 

 

 

 

Тема 2 

Evidence-based evaluation for 

policy recommendations  (teams) 

Policy Background 

Meta-reviews and synthesis of points of view, 

quality analysis of research 

Evidence-based Arguments 

Identifying evidence 

Selecting analytic method, primary, secondary 

sources 

Using quantitative evidence and using evidence 

fragments 

 

Тема 3 

Evaluation and sources of bias

  

Theory, Inference and Evaluation 

What concepts underlie your research question?  

What makes a concept good?  

Ontological, theoretical and empirical criteria 

Will your decision-makers show rational choice? Is 

this important? 

What do the critics of rational choice say?  

Are concepts presented differently to appeal to 

different stakeholders?  

How to determine what kind of evidence must be 

gathered?  

How are you defining “truth” and “justice”? 

What is sufficient “proof” to justify your point of 

view? 

Тема 4 Designing policy interventions Evaluate the set of alternative interventions 

Point of view of stakeholders. 

Responding to:  all stakeholders. 

The bad case example in some other country. 

Designing the Policy Intervention. Table: 

intervention type, pros and cons. 

Cost effectiveness analysis in practice. 

 



№  Наименование Содержание 

Тема 5 Case studies, quantitative, 

qualitative evidence   

In what ways are Quantitative and Qualitative 

Approaches Different?  

Do qualitative and quantitative approaches rest on 

fundamentally similar or distinct laws of evidence 

and inference? 

What is a case study? 

 
Тема 6 Ethical issues   Ethical issues limit and strengthen research 

Experiments with human subjects routinely involve 

practices such as manipulation and deception that 

are considered immoral or unethical in other 

contexts. What, if anything, justifies their use in 

social science experimentation? 

Тема 7 Student topics:  mid-term 

presentations 

Students will present an introduction to their own 

topics, the stakeholders for whom the policy is 

important and their hierarchy, the policy options 

(conditions—STORM) and at least three 

alternatives—doing nothing, doing something, and 

doing the max.  The targets for students’ own 

research will use cost-effectiveness methods 

Тема 8 Selection bias, causality LARGE-N, SMALL-N and Case Study:  Testing 

Theory 
Process Tracing 

Capturing Complexity in Policy Research 

Quantitative and Qualitative Research  

 Тема 9 Making the case for change   Using Stakeholder Information for Cognitive 

Appeal 
Clarity and credibility in presentations 

Tie level of detail to the audience 

Mirror the audience: establish your similarities 

with them  

 Тема 10 Final student presentations Presentation 

 

Формы текущего контроля и промежуточной аттестации: 
Presentations/Assignments: 

There is one team presentation, two major—mid-term and final—presentations, and one small 

“hot topics” presentation required.   

1) Objectives: assist students’ mastery of selection of topic and description of the 

problem; and  

2) Task: Design and present a fully argued policy position on a topic/project that the 

student selects.  

 

a. Assignment 1: TEAM PRESENTATIONS  
b. For 1

st
 presentations: in teams of 3-5 students, the first set of teams designs and co-

presents a problem of global humanitarian relief, identifying the events causing joint 

emergency action, the plans previously developed to solve the problem, and lessons 

learned about data, spread, and accountability by the policy community; 

c. For 2
nd

 presentations: the remaining teams present a problem in the environment, 

identify the stakeholders involved and points of view they represent; 

Presentation should make reference to all groups of possible stakeholders, including 

beneficiaries, and their relative weight in the decision-making process, with a clear focus on the 

decision-makers; 



1. Assignment 2: Individual presentations on “hot” topics in their own areas of policy 

interest 

 Review policy journals to find out what other “research” topics there are in this area 

of past and current interest to policy experts and researchers 

 Identify key web sites where international agency research on your topic can be found  

2. Assignment 3: Policy brief on one of the “hot topics”   

 Due in class a one page policy brief addressed to a project manager on a general topic 

of global concern but for a particular locality: hunger, drought, emergency relief for 

some other condition. 

3. Assignment 4: Mid-Term Presentation, deliverable 26 November, 2-class session:  

 Formal presentation of 10-20 minutes plus discussion.  Framework analysis of the 

students’ projects with at least two policy options and proposal for looking at policy 

wheel, stakeholders, cost-effectiveness, solutions (where tried), more alternatives. 

Presentation must also be submitted by email. 

 

Типовые оценочные средства 

 

Assignment 5: formal final presentation 20 minutes.  

Presentation must also be submitted by email. 

 Presents the student’s researched policy solutions to his/her research question: 

1) Identification of question, background, reason for needed change 

2) Identification of stakeholders involved in needed change 

3) Identification of policy alternatives to be considered 

4) Identification of at least one other country where this policy problem exists, 

where there is a “bad case” and a country, where your preferred alternative 

has been tried out 

5) Identification of evidence-based alternatives (at least 3—do nothing, do a 

little, do the max) 

6) Estimation of cost-effectiveness for each of the three alternatives 

(benefits/costs)  

7) Conclusion: All written assignments to be submitted by email. Additional 

materials about teamwork and presentations will be provided in detail in 

class.  

 

Основная литература: 
Methods for Policy Research: Taking Socially Responsible Action, Second Edition 

Ann Majchrzak, M. Lynn Markus.  Sage, 2013. 

 

http://www.coursesmart.co.uk/methods-for-policy-research-taking-socially/ann-majchrzak/dp/9781412997805

