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CHARLEVOIX COMMITMENT ON DEFENDING DEMOCRACY FROM FOREIGN 

THREATS 

We, the Leaders of the G7, share common democratic values that are central to the development 

of free, open, well-governed, pluralistic and prosperous societies and recognize that equality is a 

core component of democracy. These democratic values are essential for generating broad-based 

economic growth that benefits everyone, creates quality jobs and ensures opportunities for all. 

Democracy and the rules-based international order are increasingly being challenged by 

authoritarianism and the defiance of international norms. In particular, foreign actors seek to 

undermine our democratic societies and institutions, our electoral processes, our sovereignty and 

our security. These malicious, multi-faceted and ever-evolving tactics constitute a serious 

strategic threat which we commit to confront together, working with other governments that 

share our democratic values. Defending democracy will require us to adopt a strategic approach 

that is consistent with universal human rights and fundamental freedoms, our international 

commitments to peace and security, and that promotes equality. We welcome the work of G7 

Foreign and Security Ministers in Toronto to establish a common understanding of unacceptable 

actions by foreign actors with the malicious intent of undermining our countries’ democratic 

systems as the basis for our collective and individual response. 

We, the Leaders of the G7, commit to: 

Respond to foreign threats, both together and individually, in order to meet the challenges facing 

our democracies. 

Strengthen G7 cooperation to prevent, thwart and respond to malign interference by foreign 

actors aimed at undermining the democratic processes and the national interests of a G7 state. 

Establish a G7 Rapid Response Mechanism to strengthen our coordination to identify and 

respond to diverse and evolving threats to our democracies, including through sharing 

information and analysis, and identifying opportunities for coordinated response. 

Share lessons learned and best practices in collaboration with governments, civil society and the 

private sector that are developing related initiatives including those that promote free, 

independent and pluralistic media; fact-based information; and freedom of expression. 

Engage directly with internet service providers and social media platforms regarding malicious 

misuse of information technology by foreign actors, with a particular focus on improving 

transparency regarding the use and seeking to prevent the illegal use of personal data and 

breaches of privacy. 

Support public learning and civic awareness aimed at promoting critical thinking skills and 

media literacy on intentionally misleading information, and improving online security and safety. 

In accordance with applicable laws, ensure a high level of transparency around sources of 

funding for political parties and all types of political advertising, especially during election 

campaigns. 

Source: https://g7.gc.ca/en/official-documents/charlevoix-commitment-defending-democracy-

from-foreign-threats/ 

 

https://g7.gc.ca/en/official-documents/charlevoix-commitment-defending-democracy-from-foreign-threats/
https://g7.gc.ca/en/official-documents/charlevoix-commitment-defending-democracy-from-foreign-threats/

