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Relevance of the research topic. In the Russian Federation, with its de facto 

asymmetric federal structure and the largest number of first-level administrative 

units in the world, regional policy always provides rich material for the study of the 

political process. In one state coexist such different regions as the Chechen Republic 

and the Tomsk Region, the Chukotka Territory and the city of federal significance 

Moscow, the Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous Okrug and the Republic of Tuva. 

However, in the process of making managerial and personnel decisions in federal 

government bodies, regional specifics and differences in the political structure of the 

country's regions are often not taken into account, since this requires a qualitative 

examination of the political process in the constituent entities of the Russian 

Federation. This in turn leads to the adoption of ineffective management and 

political decisions that do not take into account the regional political context. 

In the 1990s relations between the federal center and the regions were contradictory: 

there was no single legal field, there was no unity of the economic space, however, 

the federal authorities in Moscow sought to strengthen their positions in political 

bargaining with the regions. In this regard, in the 2000s. President of the Russian 

Federation V. Putin carried out a series of administrative reforms that strengthened 

the federal authorities, as a result of which, in the words of Andrei Zakharov, a 

“unitary federation” arose. The reforms included, in particular, the creation of 

federal districts and the institution of plenipotentiaries, the abolition of the election 

of governors, and the enlargement of a number of subjects of the federation. The 

main objectives of federal reform were the elimination of fragmentation and the 

introduction of federal legislation throughout the country; prevention of legal 

turmoil; bringing all regions to uniform constitutional norms; as well as the 

restoration of a single economic space. 

By analogy with the federal level, power verticals were also built in the regions 

around the figures of the heads of regions, which themselves, in turn, were 

personally controlled by the President. The federal center supported the policy of 

consolidating power in the regions, crowding out political conflicts from public 

policy and establishing full control over the results of election campaigns. Most of 

the regions began to represent Russia in miniature with a characteristic concentration 

of power in the hands of the head of the executive branch and the unification of the 

elite around the head of the region. However, as shown by the election of heads in 

some regions of Russia (Irkutsk Oblast in 2015, Vladimir Oblast, Khabarovsk Krai 

in 2018, etc.), when the incumbent heads of constituent entities of the Russian 

Federation lost the election to not the most powerful opponents, the process of 

forming consolidated regional political regimes failed to complete. 

The object of the study is the process of consolidation of the regional political 

regimes of the Irkutsk region and the Krasnoyarsk Krai in 2000-2016ss. 



The subject of the study ¬ factors that impede the consolidation of regional political 

regimes, on the example of the Irkutsk region and the Krasnoyarsk Krai in 2000-

2016ss. 

In this regard, the research problem is defined as the preservation of 

unconsolidated regional political regimes within the framework of a consolidated 

federal political regime in the context of the Center’s focused policy to create a 

single vertical of power at the level of federal subjects. 

Territorial boundaries of the study. In this study, an analysis of regional political 

development is carried out on the example of two developed regions of Eastern 

Siberia: the Irkutsk region and the Krasnoyarsk Krai in the period 2000 - 2016. 

The choice of cases is explained by the fact that these regions, being neighbors and 

having approximately equal population, economic well-being, rich natural resource 

potential, have different regional political regimes. Despite the existence of a 

number of similar intra-elite conflicts in both regions, the Krasnoyarsk Krai as a 

whole does not differ from the average Russian indicators of political development 

and is a typical example of a regional political consolidated regime. On the contrary, 

the Irkutsk region is an example of a region that often generates electoral incidents, 

is replete with public political conflicts, in its political development is very different 

from the average Russian region and, thus, can serve as an example of an 

unconsolidated regional regime. 

The purpose of the study is to identify factors that impede the consolidation of 

regional political regimes in the Russian Federation, using the example of the Irkutsk 

region and the Krasnoyarsk Krai in 2000-2016. 

The goal has predetermined the solution of the following tasks: 

- identify and operationalize existing approaches to the study of regional political 

regimes and their: channels for recruiting elites, a factor in political conflicts, a 

model of the relationship between business and government, as well as the center 

and regions; 

- identify the main channels of elitogenesis of political elites in the Irkutsk region 

and Krasnoyarsk Krai; 

- to analyze political conflicts in the Irkutsk region and the Krasnoyarsk Krai during 

the study period in the context of the consolidation of political power; 

- to study the interaction practices of the regional authorities of the Irkutsk region 

and the Krasnoyarsk Krai with business on the one hand and with the federal center 

on the other; 

- conduct a comparative analysis of the regional political development of the Irkutsk 

region and the Krasnoyarsk Krai in 2000-2016ss. and identify factors that impede 



the consolidation of regional political regimes in the Russian Federation using the 

example of two regions. 

The scientific novelty of the dissertation research: 

1. It was revealed that the mechanisms of formation of the regional elite of the two 

regions in the period 2000-2016ss. tend to become more closed, the selectorate that 

defines the leading administrators of the region is narrowing, and moreover, this 

selectorate is outside the region itself. 

2. It was determined that the rate of renewal of the elected and appointed regional 

elites in the Irkutsk region and the Krasnoyarsk Krai in the studied time period is 

different. The appointed elites are characterized by a faster pace of renewal due to 

the higher level of competition in the executive branch and the command in “coming 

to” and “leaving” power positions. 

3. It is noted that the decision-making center on key issues of regional importance 

during the period under review is shifting from regions to the capital, due to the 

process of centralization of power in the country during the reign of President 

Vladimir Putin, the abolition of gubernatorial elections, the creation of a party in 

power and the authorization of political state regime. 

4. In the regions during 2000-2016ss a merger of the state and business was revealed, 

as a result of which the owners of large companies represented in the regions are 

forced to seek support and representation in the political institutions of the regional 

government using both formal and informal practices. 

5. It is determined that in the Irkutsk region during the period under review, a 

political regime developed, which is characterized by a high conflict of elites. This 

is due to the presence of a large number of "Varangians" in the executive branch of 

the region. The legislative branch in both regions has significant autonomy from the 

executive branch. For the period 2000-2016 in the Irkutsk region and in the 

Krasnoyarsk Krai, the transformation of political competition into an oligopoly is 

observed, while civil society is gradually being supplanted from among the actors 

of regional politics. 

6. It was revealed that the factors hindering the consolidation of regional political 

regimes are: the presence in the subject of the federation of a large number of 

significant economic actors, the factor of the presence of protest voting traditions, 

the administrative and economic factor, the personal (client-side) factor, and the 

frequency factor for changing the head of the region. 

The theoretical significance of the results of the dissertation research is the 

contribution of the author to the discussion about the regional political development 

of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation. The study allows us to include 

in this discussion two little studied regions - the Irkutsk region and the Krasnoyarsk 



Krai. The results of the dissertation allow us to determine the institutional factors 

that impede centralization and consolidation of power at the level of subjects of the 

Russian Federation in Eastern Siberia. 

The practical significance of the dissertation research. This study has not only 

scientific, but also social relevance, as its results can be applied within the 

framework of the development and implementation of state regional policy. Its 

results can be used to prepare recommendations for federal and regional government 

bodies and local self-government on optimizing the interactions of actors of regional 

political processes. Materials of the thesis can be applied in the educational process 

of higher educational institutions in the development of special courses in political 

science and regional studies. 

Testing the results of the study. The main ideas and provisions of the dissertation 

research were discussed at meetings of the Department of Culture of Peace and 

Democracy at the Faculty of History, Political Science and Law of the Russian State 

Humanitarian University (RGGU) and presented in the author's publications, 4 of 

which were published in scientific journals recommended by the Higher Attestation 

Commission. Certain developments on the research topic were used during 

presentations at international and Russian conferences, round tables. 

The structure of the work. The dissertation consists of an introduction, three 

chapters, 9 paragraphs, conclusion, list of references and 3 appendices. 

 


