
 

As a manuscript 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Kozlovtseva Nina Aleksandrovna 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FORMING THE IMAGE OF RUSSIAN WORLD IN MODERN 

CONDITIONS: POTENTIAL OF THE HUMANITARIAN 

COOPERATION 

 
 
 
 

Specialty: 24.00.01 - Theory and history of culture 
 
 
 
 

Abstract 

of the thesis for the scientific degree 

candidate of cultural studies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moscow, 2018 

  



2 

The thesis of the dissertation of N.A. Kozlovtseva «Formation of image 

of the Russian world in modern conditions: the potential for humanitarian 

cooperation» 

The thesis for a candidate of cultural science degree in specialty 24.00.01 - 

theory and history of culture "Forming the image of the Russian world in modern 

conditions: the potential of humanitarian cooperation" of Kozlovtseva Nina 

Aleksandrovna is a theoretical, applied, interdisciplinary and complex study of the 

problem of forming the image of the Russian world in modern sociocultural and 

geopolitical conditions. The object of research is the Russian world as a 

sociocultural space, a scientific concept and the direction of the state policy of the 

Russian Federation. The subject is humanitarian practices aimed at creating an 

adequate image of the Russian world in a modern dynamic socio-cultural situation. 

The purpose of the work was to culturologically substantiate the mission of 

humanitarian cooperation and identify its promising areas that contribute to the 

expansion of the space of the Russian world and the formation of its adequate 

image in different countries. 

The dissertation research was carried out at the UNESCO Chair of the 

Institute of Public Administration and Management of the Russian Academy of 

National Economy and Public Administration under the President of the Russian 

Federation (RANEPA). The scientific adviser is Doctor of Philosophy, Professor 

Astafiyeva Olga Nikolaevna. 

The relevance of the research topic is due to a number of factors related both 

to the current geopolitical situation, within which the issues of creating and 

broadcasting an adequate image of Russia, Russian culture and Russian people 

acquire the primary importance, with the needs of theoretical substantiation of the 

dynamics of sociocultural changes in Russia's relations with other countries in the 

aspect of actualization practical task of re-evaluating the strategy of state cultural 

policy, and with increasing threats of distortion existing image of the Russian 

world, which is formed, in particular, the foreign media. 
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The aggravation of the geopolitical situation at the beginning of the 21st 

century against the background of the intensification of the processes of 

globalization (including cultural ones) was caused, in particular, by the desire of 

representatives of individual cultures to maintain their identity and identity under 

the growing influence of other cultures. For Russia, this period is characterized by 

an increase in interest in the Russian world as a socio-cultural space based on 

institutional and non-institutional forms of interaction, which is a consequence of 

the collapse of the Soviet Union, as a result of which arose the need for new 

principles of civilizational interaction with the world community. 

The Russian world in changed circumstances appears, in a certain sense, to 

be a new type of sociocultural community, which, being a "soft power"1 of Russia 

abroad, is able to preserve and develop its own identity, while contributing to the 

formation of a relevant image of Russia and Russian people by broadcasting their 

key values, including Russian language and masterpieces of Russian culture, using 

the potential of humanitarian cooperation. 

Understanding the Russian world as a sociocultural community has long 

been in the center of attention of researchers, attracting interest of politicians and 

religious figures. However, up to the present time there is no comprehensive 

description of the Russian world, the definition of its key components (constructs), 

characteristics, a full-fledged concept of its preservation and development, as well 

as the strategy for the formation of its adequate image. 

To achieve this goal, the following tasks are set in the thesis: 

1. Definition of the methodological foundations for the study of the Russian 

world in contemporary social and humanitarian knowledge. 

2. Updating and cultural substantiation of the concept "Russian world" in the 

context of the problem under study; the identification of key characteristics and 

components of the Russian world as a socio-cultural space. 

                                                 
1 Nye Jr., Joseph S. Soft Power. The means to success in world politics. / N.Y.: Public Affairs, 

2004. 193р). 
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3. Characteristics of the concept of "image" from the standpoint of the 

interdisciplinary approach, determining its structure, component components, its 

correlation with the notion of "image." 

4. Characteristics of the image of the Russian world and its components, 

broadcast by works of world and national art culture and reflected in the 

consciousness of society: Russians, Russian diaspora and foreigners. 

5. Definition of goals, objectives and main directions of state policy aimed at 

shaping the image of the Russian world, identifying effective public and private 

humanitarian practices for the formation of a positive image of the Russian world. 

6. Development of a system of principles that ensure the integrity of the 

image of the Russian world in the framework of practiced practices, the definition 

of gaps and distortions, the correction of which must be paid special attention. 

The complexity and multidimensionality of the topic under investigation 

requires an interdisciplinary approach to it. Theoretically and methodologically, 

the research is based on a complex philosophical and cultural approach that 

ensures the system and integrity of the analysis of the studied object and makes it 

possible to address the methods of such humanitarian disciplines as philosophy, 

sociology, philology and political science, thereby supplementing the proposed 

cultural methods. Integrity and interdisciplinarity of cultural studies, together with 

the reference in the course of research to general scientific methods (analysis, 

synthesis, formalization, etc.), make it possible to reveal the essence of the Russian 

world. 

To solve the problems outlined above, the author also uses cultural 

approaches: 

• Genetic approach, allowing to trace the development of the Russian world 

and the Russian idea from their appearance to the present time. 

• A comparative approach that involves a comparative historical analysis of 

the constructs of the Russian world, as well as phenomena such as "The Russian 

World" and "Russian Civilization" in a certain time interval. 
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• A system approach to studying the culture of the Russian world, which 

enabled it to show it at the present time in its entirety the relationships and 

relations with other cultures and with subsystems of its culture, to compare it with 

other social phenomena. 

• The structural and functional approach contributed both to the definition of 

the structure of the Russian world and its place in a single world structure. 

• A sociological approach to confirm the significance of the Russian world 

as the basis for the socio-cultural self-identification of people.• With the help of the 

axiological approach, the spiritual worldview values of the Russian world are 

determined. 

• The activity approach to study the value contribution of the Russian world 

as a set of cultural objects that promote spiritual enrichment, into the world 

community. 

• The author uses the semiotics approach to reveal the role of the Russian 

language in the context of understanding it as the basis, the mirror of the culture of 

the Russian world. 

The validity and reliability of the research results are ensured by applying an 

interdisciplinary approach. Using the whole range of methods allowed to realize 

the idea of carrying out interdisciplinary research and obtaining theoretical results. 

The thesis consists of an introduction, three chapters, including 7 

paragraphs, conclusions, a list of sources and literature used (309 titles), and also 

annexes. The thesis includes 188 pages. 

In the introduction, the relevance of the dissertation research is analyzed, the 

degree of its scientific development is analyzed, the hypothesis of research is 

formulated, its goals and objectives are determined, the theoretical and 

methodological basis is revealed, the scientific novelty and practical significance 

of the results obtained, the content of the passport to scientific specialization, the 

main provisions protection, as well as the structure of the dissertation, the results 

of approbation of the dissertation research are given. In the first chapter 

"Theoretical and methodological substantiation of the concept of the" Russian 
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world" in social and humanitarian knowledge", theoretical and methodological 

problems of the study of the concept "Russian world" are considered. The 

historical and cultural analysis of the Russian world as a space and as an object of 

scientific research is conducted, its basic idea is determined, as well as the 

relationship with the notion of "Russian civilization". Based on the results 

obtained, a general author's interpretation of this concept is given, which is 

relevant in the context of a dynamically changing sociocultural situation. 

In paragraph 1.1. "The Russian world as a socio-cultural space: historical 

and cultural analysis, the Russian world and the Russian civilization, the Russian 

idea," on the basis of an analysis of a number of sources using this concept, 

establishes that the "Russian world" was not an innovation of the late 20th century, 

its history dates back several centuries. The concept "Russian world" reflects 

different meanings in sources of different time. The emergence of a modern 

understanding of the Russian world as a community uniting the inhabitants of 

Russia and the Russian emigration dates back to the mid-late 1990s. 

Originally existing exclusively as a socio-cultural space, at the turn of the 

century it acquired a geopolitical context. However, the focus on the political 

component almost offset the socio-cultural significance of the Russian world. 

Also, in the paragraph there is an analysis of the semantic content of the 

concepts "The Russian World" and "Russian Civilization", on the basis of which 

the main features of the Russian world and Russian civilization are revealed, their 

similarities and differences, as well as the problems of unambiguous definition of 

the boundaries of each of the concepts. The main problematic theoretical zones 

concerning the identification of people within the framework of the Russian world 

and Russian civilization are also highlighted, and the question of the relationship 

between the subjective perception of belonging to a given community and the 

objective membership of people is raised. 

In addition, the paragraph analyzes the history of development and the main 

components of the existing concept of the "Russian idea". 
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In paragraph 1.2. "The Russian world as a theoretical concept in modern 

social and humanitarian knowledge" describes the principles of the study of the 

concept of the "Russian world" in various areas of modern socio-humanitarian 

knowledge, as well as key constructs and subjects of this community, according to 

its researchers. 

As a result of the analysis, the author determines the features of the 

interpretation of the Russian world from the position of various sciences, the 

features of distinguishing various concepts and representatives of this community 

within each of them. At the end of the chapter, we summarize the modern 

interpretation of the Russian world in the context of a dynamic socio-cultural 

situation. 

The second chapter "The image of the Russian world in the actual socio-

cultural space" contains an analysis of the existing image of this community. This 

is determined by its role in the context of globalization, and also analyzes the 

current image of the Russian world in the world and national artistic culture and in 

the cultural memory of society. 

Paragraph 2.1. "The Russian world in the context of globalization: the image 

of the Russian world in the world and national art culture" is dedicated to defining 

the role of this phenomenon in the process of world cultural globalization, 

analyzing the differences in terms "image" and "image", as well as characterizing 

the existing artistic image broadcast by works of Russian culture. 

The most important component of the existing image of the Russian world is 

its artistic image; image, broadcast by works of world and artistic culture. 

Analysis of various spheres of art has shown that the image of the Russian 

world in works of art culture is quite traditional and often monotonous. This 

image, created by works of traditional art, is often reinforced by negative (and not 

always true) stereotyped images, broadcast by works of contemporary Russian and 

foreign art. 

In Section 2.2. "The image of the Russian world in the cultural memory of 

the society and its projection into modernity" determines the correlation of the 
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images formed by traditional and modern art and their real reflection in the 

consciousness of society (Russians, compatriots abroad and the world community). 

Based on the data of the opinion polls of the All-Russian Public Opinion 

Research Center, the Institute of Sociology of the Russian Academy of Sciences, 

and the author's poll conducted in social networks, a modern picture of ideas about 

the Russian world is reflected, reflected in the consciousness of society. 

The image of the Russian world does not integrate full images of Russia and 

the Russian abroad, but it compresses each of them to key concepts, and then 

unites them. In turn, the images of Russia and the Russian foreign countries, being 

related, do not copy each other. In each of them the most relevant characteristics 

are updated, on the basis of which their core image is formed. 

The actual image of the Russian world, reflected in the consciousness of 

society, includes both traditional and modern constructs. Also, the actual image of 

the Russian world in the mind of the society abounds in stereotyped ideas, formed 

and broadcast, first of all, by its representatives (Russians and compatriots abroad). 

The third chapter «State Cultural Policy of the Russian Federation on the 

Formation of the Image of the Russian World: The Potential of Humanitarian 

Cooperation» describes the problematic field of Russia's state cultural policy, 

related to the activities aimed at shaping the image of the Russian world, reveals 

the main directions of Russia's contemporary cultural policy that form the image of 

the Russian world, and also characterize the key humanitarian practices of forming 

and supporting the image of the Russian world in the sphere of the Russian 

language, culture and education in Russian. 

In paragraph 3.1. "Humanitarian Practices of Forming and Supporting the 

Image of the Russian World in the Sphere of Culture and Their Potential" on the 

basis of an analysis of key state documents regulating this sphere, identifying the 

main goals, objectives and directions of this activity in accordance with their target 

audience, and describing the potential of this activity through Identify the 

directions necessary to fill all existing gaps. 
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The current state policy of Russia in the sphere of culture is very large and 

branched at the level of strategic tasks and main lines of activity. However, often at 

the level of specific events and projects, there may be insufficient elaboration of 

the content side of the event or insufficient consideration of the constructs of the 

actual image of the Russian world (in particular, obsolete stereotyped ideas about 

Russia and Russians, etc.) can be broadcast. 

Paragraph 3.2. "Humanitarian Practices of Forming and Supporting the 

Image of the Russian World in the Sphere of Education in the Russian Language 

and Their Potential" contains an analysis of key state documents regulating the 

sphere of education (currently among the priorities of state policy), defines the 

main goals, objectives and directions of this activity in accordance with their target 

audience, and also describes the potential of this activity by identifying the 

directions necessary to fill all existing gaps. 

Paragraph 3.3. "Humanitarian practices in the formation and support of the 

image of the Russian world in the Russian language and their potential" includes 

an analysis of key government documents that regulate this area, identifying the 

main goals, objectives and directions of this activity in accordance with their target 

audience, as well as a description of the potential of this activities by identifying 

the directions necessary to fill all existing gaps. 

The modern state policy of the Russian Federation in the sphere of the 

Russian language is characterized by its scale and ramification, accompanied by 

substantial financing. However, its content aspect needs improvement. 

The conclusion summarizes the results of the dissertation research, reflects 

the main conclusions that support the author's hypothesis about the need to take 

into account the actual image of the Russian world existing in the mind of the 

society, to determine the key directions and content of state activities aimed at 

forming an actual image of the Russian world in a dynamic socio-cultural of the 

situation. 

Appendix 1 contains a form of the author's poll about the Russian world, the 

results of which were summarized in paragraph 2.2. 
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The main scientific results received personally by the author and brought to 

the defense, and their scientific novelty are as follows: 

1. Throughout the thousand-year history in the process of socio-cultural 

dynamics, the essence of the concept "The Russian World" has undergone 

significant changes from the concept of a narrowly religious, ethnic and 

territorially conditioned community to the concept of transcontinental supra-ethnic 

sociocultural space. At the present stage, the Russian world is able to unite all 

people interested in Russian culture and the Russian language as one of its basic 

elements and showing loyalty to Russia on the basis of voluntary participation, 

regardless of their country of origin and residence, religion or mother tongue, 

forming a special cultural the identity of its representatives. The goal of the 

Russian world is to preserve and translate the values of Russian culture. 

2. Scientific ideas about the Russian world, its essence and specificity 

developed from a historical plan to a broad humanitarian one, accompanied by a 

gradual strengthening of political perspectives, which at the present time become 

dominant, leveling out the sociocultural significance of this phenomenon. 

3. The image of the Russian world differs from its image, which is 

understood as one of the components of the image, formed under the influence of 

special resources and technologies, including those whose task may be the creation 

of deliberately false or artificially designed representations. 

4. The conducted research allows to characterize the structure of the image 

of the Russian world as consisting of central and supporting images, where the 

central image is Russia, and supporting images of Russian abroad and friends of 

Russia. The actual image of the Russian world, reflected in the consciousness of 

society, includes traditional and modern constructs. Elements of traditional culture: 

the precedent names, classical dishes of Russian cuisine, geographical and natural 

locations, moral and ideological qualities. In the first place, the names and images 

produced by the actual geopolitical situation are connected with the present. At the 

same time, the actual image of the Russian world in the minds of the society 
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abounds in stereotyped ideas, formed and broadcast, first of all, by its 

representatives (Russians and Russian diaspora). 

5. The key directions in the formation of a relevant image of the Russian 

world in the consciousness of the society and the elimination of its distortions on 

the part of the Russian Federation is the state activity in the Russian language, 

culture and education in Russian, which has as key tasks the debunking of 

stereotypes about Russia and Russians, and an increase in the representation of 

worthy samples of modern Russian culture in Russia and abroad. 

The theoretical significance of the research lies in the scientific analysis and 

generalization of the existing approaches to defining the essence of the concept of 

the "Russian world", in identifying its key constructs, functions, goals and tasks, in 

unifying the approach to this phenomenon in modern conditions. 

The study determines not only the essence of the Russian world, but also its 

real reflection in the cultural memory of the society as the central and supporting 

images presented in two aspects: first, from the point of view of their fullness with 

the country-specific realities (elements of traditional culture, precedent names, 

classical dishes of Russian cuisine, geographical and natural locations, moral and 

ideological values of Russians), secondly, in the aspect of its real reflection in the 

minds of people, the influence on which is different e factors, including the 

influence of the media. 

In the dissertation, an integrated system of state activities on the formation 

of the image of the Russian world is developed, its principally interdepartmental 

character is shown, possible ways of its optimization are proposed, determined on 

the basis of an analysis of the actual image of the Russian world. 

The practical significance of the research is the development of a 

scientifically based strategy of state activity aimed at the formation of an adequate 

image of the Russian world in the context of a dynamically changing socio-cultural 

environment that takes into account both existing activities and the existing 

distortions of its current image and identified gaps. 
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The use of research results is possible in the public administration system, in 

scientific and educational activities related to the further study of the problems of 

the Russian world, in the development of lecture and seminar courses in the 

training of specialists in the social and humanitarian field. 

The conclusions and the main provisions of the research were presented by 

the author in 11 articles in scientific journals, including 4 in journals recommended 

by the Higher Attestation Commission of the Russian Federation and 3 articles 

included in the List of journals recommended by the Scientific Council of the 

Russian Academy of Science and Science for the publication of articles on 

culturology. 

Approbation of the results of the research was carried out by the author at 

the Cultural Forum of Russian Regions: "Civil Solidarity in Implementing the 

State Cultural Policy: Interaction of Power, Society and Business" (Yakutsk-

Moscow, 2015), All-Russian (with International Participation) Scientific 

Conference of Young Scientists XI Kolosnitsyn Readings, (Ekaterinburg, 2016), 

the IV International Conference of the CKKI "Moving and Conflicting Cultures: 

Migrants, Diaspora, Terrorism, Borders (MDTG)" (Macedonia, Skopje, 2016), IV 

International Conference "Man in the space of language" (Lithuania, Kaunas, 

2016), the International Scientific and Practical Conference "Public Administration 

and Development of Russia: Models and Projects" (Moscow, 2016), the Scientific 

and Practical Seminar of the BRICS Youth Expert Community "YES BRICS" 

(Moscow, 2016), Interdisciplinary scientific conference "Language and space of 

ethno-cultural dialogue" (St. Petersburg, 2017), International conference session 

"Public Administration and Development of Russia: Prioritization" (Moscow, 

2017), XII Congress of Anthropologists and Ethnologists of Russia "Mission of 

Anthropology and Ethnology: scientific traditions and modern challenges 

"(Izhevsk, 2017), the III Cultural Forum of the Russian regions" Education and 

Culture: the Potential of Interaction and Resources of NGOs in the Sociocultural 

Development of Russian Regions "(Moscow, 2017). 
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The use of research results is possible to continue the research of the 

processes of formation of an adequate image of the Russian world in new 

geopolitical and cultural-historical contexts, in scientific and educational activities 

related to the further study of the problems of the Russian world, in the 

development of lecture and seminar courses in the training of specialists in the 

social and humanitarian field, and also used in international activities for the 

development of a dialogue of cultures. 

 


